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How many of you sense a pressing need for wisdom in your day-to-day life? 

Wisdom is something I ask God for nearly every day. I would say that 

wisdom is my greatest daily need next to faith, next to trusting in God.  

 

Wisdom is not just something that naturally develops in our lives with age 

and experience. There are many people who get to the end of their life 

without true wisdom. Some of them have had volumes of worldly success, 

yet they lack true wisdom. This morning we are going to give our attention 

to the pursuit of wisdom. Besides the benefit of discovering what Proverbs 2 

is teaching, there are a couple other fringe benefits to our study this 

morning.  

� First, we will begin a new study in a couple weeks in the book of 

Judges, and it will be helpful for us to have this precursory study on 

the nature of true wisdom. The very last verse in the book of Judges 

really sums up the book: “In those days there was no king in Israel; 

everyone did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25). This is 

the very opposite of godly wisdom. Proverbs teaches that “The way 

of a fool is right in his own eyes, but the wise man is he who listens 

to counsel…Every man’s way is right in his own eyes, but the Lord 

weighs the heart” (Prov 12:15; 21:2).    

� The second fringe benefit, is that our Ironmen on Thursday morning 

are going to begin a study in the book of Proverbs this week… 

 

Introduction to Proverbs:  

Proverbs is a book of wisdom, compiled by Solomon as an instruction from a 

father to a son. Twenty-three times we find the phrase “my son.” It has the 

richness of the wisest man passing on wisdom to his son—teaching him 

what it looks like to walk in covenant faithfulness to his God. Solomon is 

urging us to develop the skill of godly living and warning us against the 

snares of folly. By the way, the two main snares that Proverbs highlights for 

young men to avoid, are the promiscuous woman and unjust gain. In the 

heart of every young man, there are two common desires, that left 

unbridled, will ensnare him: lust and greed—hence the warnings. On the 

positive side this is why proverbs teaches that it is good to work hard and 

“honor the Lord from your wealth, and from the first of all your produce” so 

that He may bless you, and then ends by exalting the praise-worthy wife.  

 

So let’s take a look at the heart of wisdom from Proverbs 2. Here’s what we 

are about to discover: The wisdom of walking in the fear of the Lord will 

guard your feet from life’s snares.  

 

Note structure: If (1, 3, 4); Then (5, 9); to deliver you (12, 16) 

 

1. When we search for wisdom, what we will discover is the fear of the 

Lord through the knowledge of God (1-8). 

 

First, I want you to notice in verses 1-4 that wisdom must be pursued 

diligently [v s. 1-4]. Don’t miss all the words that are used to describe this 

pursuit of wisdom in vs. 1-4: receive, treasure, make your ear attentive, 

incline your heart, cry out, lift your voice, seek, search. If you want wisdom 

you need to pursue it actively and diligently. Verse 4 helps us see that the 

intensity of the search is determined by the value of the treasure. Seek 

wisdom like silver and precious treasure.   

 

Notice that in verse one this pursuit of wisdom requires a teachable spirit 

(“if you will receive my words”) and it requires a love for what is being 

taught (“treasure my commands”). Solomon is saying, if you are receptive to 

what I am saying, if you have delight in what I am teaching, then listen for 

wisdom, incline your heart to understanding. This requires diligence in 

listening, discipline in thinking—in a word, meditating on what has been 

taught.  Notice also that this is not just free-lance thinking here. The journey 

toward wisdom begins with revelation. Specific teachings and commands 

are in view in vs. 1. Wisdom does not develop from just thinking your own 

thoughts repeatedly, but having your thinking shaped by truth; coming 

under godly instruction.  

 



But how will you know when you find it? What does wisdom look like? 

Verse 5 gives us the first result of pursuing wisdom: [vs. 5-8]. When you 

seek wisdom and truly find it, you find God! And it changes the way you live 

because in knowing Him, you walk in the fear of the Lord.  

 

Let’s just slow down for a moment and meditate on verse 5, on this intimate 

relationship between the knowledge of God and the fear of the Lord.  

� True wisdom discerns what is true of God and therefore knows God.  

� Those who know God, fear God. They reverence Him with 

obedience and faith.  

� Definition: The fear of the Lord is “the desire to avoid God’s 

displeasure and discipline on our lives.”
1
 Now that sounds like a 

negative definition (avoiding God’s displeasure and discipline) but it 

actually leads to experiencing the favor of God. We avoid God’s 

displeasure because we don’t want to forfeit his favor. Psalm 

128:1—“Blessed is the man who fears the Lord, who walks in His 

ways.” 

 

Fearing God has to do with living under God’s authority and grace in 

a responsible manner.  It means submitting to God and obeying 

Him, knowing that we must give an account to God as our Judge. 

Yet what motivates us to obey God is our love for God. The 

commandments of God are summed up with a call to love God with 

all of our heart.  

� If you are not walking in the fear of the Lord, then you cannot 

convincingly say that you know God.  Because to know God is to 

fear God; to discern our accountability to Him and to love His favor 

on our lives.  

 

Vs. 6: The reason our pursuit of wisdom leads to God is because God is the 

source of wisdom and knowledge. [vs. 6-7] Did you catch the implication of 

vs. 6? Wisdom is not merely the result of age or experience. There are a lot 

of experienced, knowledgeable people who go to their grave with little or 
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no wisdom. Proverbs 1:7—“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 

knowledge…” Knowledge that is void of God at the center is empty and 

without ultimate gain. For example, you can be incredibly knowledgeable in 

science, but if you do not know how is relates to God as Creator, you are 

missing heart of that knowledge. You may be a math whiz, but do you 

understand how mathematics relates to the order God has established in 

this world. Or you may study relationships, but if you don’t know God, you 

do not understand the ultimate value of relationships light of relating to 

Him.  

 

There is a difference between knowledge, understanding, and wisdom (vs. 

6-7). Knowledge has to do with information. Understanding has to do with 

discerning/comprehending why or how the information works. Wisdom has 

to do with rightly applying knowledge and understanding in light of how it 

relates to God—what is God’s perspective and how should I respond to it? 

For example:  

 

 

Vs. 7 says that God “stores up,” He reserves sound wisdom for the upright. 

Who are the upright? Those who are walking in the fear of the Lord, 

honoring His righteous standards. Vs. 7 says, “He is a shield to those who 

walk in integrity, guarding the paths of justice, and He preserves the way of 

His godly ones” (vs. 8). In other words, when you walk in the fear of the 

Lord, He watches over you and protects you because His favor is upon you. 

And one of the ways He protects you is from going the way of folly, which 

leads to evil and harm. This leads to our 2
nd

 main point… 

 

2. When we acquire wisdom (by walking in the fear of the Lord), it will 

lead us in a righteous path, avoiding sinful snares (9-19).  

 

We now come to the second result of pursuing wisdom in [vs. 9]. The first 

result of pursuing wisdom was discerning the fear of the Lord through the 

knowledge of God. Now the second result of pursuing wisdom is discerning 

how to live/walk in a way of righteousness and justice—godly living.  

 



Which of these results is first? Knowing God and discerning the fear of the 

Lord is the first result of pursuing wisdom which makes the second result 

possible, which is godly living. True godly living is the result of knowing and 

fearing God.  

 

Verse 10 explains why we will be able to discern the righteous path of godly 

living: “for wisdom will enter your heart and knowledge will be pleasant to 

your soul; discretion will guard you, understanding will watch over you” (11). 

Just as there is an attractive quality about God Himself, so there is an 

attractive quality about wisdom. When you internalize godly wisdom, you 

are able to see the attractiveness or the advantage of that wisdom causing 

you to want its results which is to walk uprightly with integrity and justice. 

Why? Because you want the favor of God and you don’t want His 

displeasure.  

 

This discretion (5, 9), that comes from godly wisdom, will guard and protect 

you from evil and folly. What I mean here is not that you will never be 

harmed by evil but that wisdom will guard your heart from pursuing the 

foolish ways of evil.  

 

Now Solomon gives us two examples of what godly wisdom will protect us 

from:  

� The way of evil men (and their harmful way)—[vs. 12-15] 

 

When you pursue wisdom with all your heart and that pursuit leads 

you to the knowledge of God and therefore having the fear of God 

in your heart so that you can discern the pathways that please God 

(because you want to walk in the favor of God), then you will be 

guarded against walking in the ways of evil men who delight in evil 

and celebrate evil and perversity.  

 

� The snare of the promiscuous woman—[vs. 16-19] 

 

Wisdom builds a wall of defense against the temptation of lust by 

looking far enough down the road to see the final outcome. A fool 

only sees the enticement in the temptation, but the man who is 

wise sees the snare in the temptation that leads to ruin. Men, in our 

cyber age, this snare has a thousand forms today and they are all 

just as deadly. Just because its seems private, doesn’t make it any 

less lethal to your soul. Men, we need wisdom. We need the fear of 

God in our hearts. We need to be passing the fear of God on to our 

children. And women are not exempt here. We all need the 

teaching of Proverbs to guard us from the snares of life so we can 

walk in the favor of God.  

 

Proverbs 2 ends with a summary of how wisdom preserves a believer’s 

covenant relationship with God in Old Testament terms. [vs. 20-22]  

The one who is wise and walks in the ways of the Lord, will experience the 

blessing of the covenant and enjoy the land of promise. But the wicked 

man, the one who rejects and rebels and against God’s commandments, will 

be cast out of the land of promise and blessing.  

 

Let me summarize what we should take to heart from Proverbs 2. We have 

an urgent need to seek wisdom with the understanding that true wisdom 

comes from God and leads to a true knowledge of God that changes the 

way we live—it causes us to walk in the fear of the Lord, which means that 

we want avoid the displeasure of God’s discipline in our lives so we can 

enjoy His favor. In other words, wisdom says, “the best coarse of action—

the only one that leads to blessing—is to honor the Lord with obedience, 

faith, and love.” Proverbs 15:16 – “better is a little with the fear of the Lord, 

than great treasure and turmoil with it.”  

 

There are two questions that we need to be asking ourselves this week.  

First, Who is God according to the Scriptures and what are His ways?  

Second, How should I respond to my circumstances based on who He is and 

what He has said?  

 

The Bible that you hold in your hands is full of divine wisdom. May God use 

it (as you read it and study it and obey it) to put the fear of God and love of 

God in your heart so that you can live and walk in the blessing of His favor.  


